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Education, Extension, 
Information & 

Technology Transfer 
Sources for Restoration Professionals



Presentation Outline

• Who is SREF?  What do we do?
• Why should we care about 

Education?
• The Shortleaf Pine Website
• Closely Aligned Resources & Tools 

for the Professional
• Where Are We Going From Here?



SREF Mission

Our mission is to serve the southern Land Grant University 
System by collaborative development of forestry technologies 
and programs that improve the efficiency, effectiveness and 

relevance of supporting institutions.
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Why care?

• Forest restoration is 
critical; several large and 
small scale long term 
efforts are ongoing

• Many of us were not 
trained in forest 
restoration philosophies 
and practices

• Keeping our skill sets 
current and engaging 
with others in education 
and knowledge 
exchange is imperative 
and stimulating!



The half‐life conundrum



The half‐life conundrum

• Assumptions
– We receive approximately 900 hours of education 
per year over a 4 year Bachelor’s Degree period 
(28 hrs/week x 32 weeks/year x 4 years).

– We lose about 5% per year over a period of 5‐10 
years.

– This equals approximately 45 hours of continuing 
education necessary per year to keep from losing 
ground to the younger generation!



The Shortleaf Pine Initiative
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• What’s available?
• SPI information

• New fact sheets

• Historical information

• Decision support tools

• Nursery and resource professional 

information

• Case studies via “Management in Action”

• Lots more planned!



Forest Restoration

RNGR  Reforestation, Nurseries, and Genetic Resources
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Extension Resources
1,000 publications

Spanish-language resources

Tree nursery directory

Fertilizer calculation tools



Primary & Secondary Forest 

Products Locator
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Extension Resources
Locates mills and manufacturers for 

soft and hardwood wood products in 

SE through interactive map

Provides contact information

Used by buyers, forest managers, 

and landowners



Webinar Opportunities

• Several webinar portals
– Forestrywebinars.net
– Conservationwebinars.net

• Live and archived
• Searchable
• Pre and post quizes
• Certificates of completion
• CFE’s offered and delivered
• Savings calculator
• Marketing tools
• Rating systems



Shortleaf Pine Initiative 
Youtube Channel

Shortleaf Pine Initiative 
Youtube Channel



Mobile Apps for Forestry 
& Natural Resources



Mobile Applications for 
Restoration Foresters

Service Forester’s Handbook App
Updated existing information
Excluded outdated information
Developed new sections
Re-design

Available for FREE on Apple Itunes and Android Google Play Store!



What about Social Media?

E-mail Marketing Social Media Strategies  



Future directions?

• Continual improvement
• Continual addition
• E‐Learning?
• Certification System?
• More experts needed!
• Creating a Learning Network



Visit Our Website: www.sref.info

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: @soforext


